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NEW COMMISSIONER OF CLAN 
DONALD QUEENSLAND 
 
At the recent Annual General Meeting of the 
Clan Donald Society of Qld held on the 28 
May 2011, Suzanne Lambkin who has held the 
position of Deputy Commissioner for several 
years, was invested by Norman Macdonald, 
High Commissioner  Clan Donald Australia, as 
Commissioner of Clan Donald Qld. 
 
 

 
 
 
From the left:  Donald McDonald, Commissioner CD 
SA: Neil Macdonald President CD Qld: 
Norman Macdonald High Commissioner CD 
Aust: Suzanne Lambkin:  Malcolm McDonald,  
Toiseach,Finlaggan Councillor, Lachlan 
Macdonald, Secretary CD NSW. 
 
On behalf of the members of Clan Donald Qld 
we would like to congratulate Suzanne on her 
appointment. 
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MEET YOUR COMMITTEE: 
 
President: (written on Neil’s behalf) 

 
 
 
Alexander Neil Macdonald (known to all as Neil) and 
was elected President of Clan Donald Queensland at the 
recent Annual General Meeting.  Neil was born in Manly 
NSW to Alexander James Macdonald and Rosemary 
Helen White and his family descends directly from the 
Lord of the Isles. 
 
Neil is a “Macdonald of Monkstadt”. This is a cadet 
family of the Macdonald’s of Sleat.  Neils 7th great 
grandfather was Sir James Mor Macdonald 9th of Sleat, 
2nd Baronet and his 3rd great grandfather Hugh Peter 
Macdonald was the last factor at Monkstadt on the Isle 
of Skye for Lord Macdonald and it is through Hugh 
Peter that the Macdonalds of Monkstadt descend.   Flora 
Macdonald the famous heroine who helped Bonnie 
Prince Charlie escape is also connected to this line of the 
family.  
  
Neil’s 2nd great grandfather Alexander migrated to 
Australia in 1864 along with his 2nd wife Meta and 3 
young children. They first settled in Brisbane but later 
moved to Inverell where they had a further nine children.   
Alexander was one of 11 children, 8 of which came to 
Australia to settle and raise their families.  One of 
Alexander’s sons from his first marriage, Hugh Peter 
Macdonald wrote the Boer War Song “Call of the 
Empire” and became MP for Coonamble NSW.   Hugh 
and his 2 siblings who were left in Scotland with 
relatives, did not come to Australia until much later only 
to find that their father had died before they could meet 
up with him again.    
 
Neil and his family have always been aware of their 
ancestral line and proud heritage.   Neil’s mother who 
passed away in 1984 was the instrument in starting 
Neil’s interest in finding out about his heritage and  it 
has been carried on through his father James, brother 
James (little Jim to us) and sister Johann.   
  
Neil and Judy although they have no children they do 
have one very spoilt pooch named Emma.  Neil has been 
self employed in the building industry for most of his 
working life and still is.   Neil is currently away in 
Scotland but would like to send an invitation to all 
members to contribute to the newsletter by way of 

stories, recipes, and any coming events that you are 
aware of.  He is committed to helping Clan Donald grow 
and is looking forward to working together with the new 
committee and newly appointed Commissioner of Clan 
Donald Queensland, Suzanne Lambkin in expanding 
Clan Donald in Queensland. . 
 
Recently Neil had the honour of being the guest of Clan 
Donald NSW at both the Bundanoon and Glen Innes 
Gatherings and would like to thank Callum 
(Commissioner of CD NSW) his wife Elizabeth, Lachie 
Macdonald (Secretary CD NSW) and his wife Wilga for 
their hospitality. Their help, friendship and 
encouragement made these events an enjoyable and 
informative experience and he looks forward to many 
more to come.   
 
Treasurer: 
 
Judy (Neil’s wife) was born and bred in Brisbane, and 
she too comes from a very noble Scottish family the 
Dunbars and has been able to trace her family back to the 
early 1100’s.   Judy’s interests are her family, her 
genealogy work and helping others trace their ancestors.    
 
Secretary:   
 

I am Marie Hodgkinson and I was elected secretary of 
Clan Donald Society of Queensland for the next twelve 
months. I am married to Bill, who has a great 
grandfather Alexander Mackenzie who migrated to 
Queensland from Aberdeen. We have two daughters and 
four grand-children. We live in and we were both 
educated in Toowoomba where we met at secondary 
school and married after I had completed my teaching 
bond with the Queensland Government. I worked for 
almost thirty years as a primary school teacher mostly in 
Catholic Schools and Bill worked for 24 years and 6 
months in the School of Education, University of 
Southern Queensland in Toowoomba where for eleven 
years he headed the Graduate Diploma Program before 
we both took early retirement in 1997.  

  My interests as well as anything Scottish include family 
history and I am a member of the Darling Downs Family 
History Society, an environment and conservation group 
called Darling Downs Field Naturalist, our local Probus 
Club where we are Speakers  co-ordinators , family, 
 gardening , computing and walking. In fact there are not 
enough hours in the day to do all we both wish to do. We 
have completed several distance walks and my greatest 
achievement was in 2005 when with six long standing 
friends and colleagues we completed the 305 kilometre 
coast to coast walk – Wainwright’s walk- in England 
through the Lakes District, the Yorkshire Mores and the 
Yorskshire Dales.  We have, with the same group of 
friends also completed shorter but no less demanding 
walks of the Milford Track in New Zealand, the Cinque 
Terra in Italy and the Overland Track in Tasmania. Bill 
says he has one more long walk in him but I at this stage 
am uncertain. 



 
 My interest in Clan Donald was fuelled when I began to 
trace my family in the late eighties. Amongst my 
immediate ancestors are Sutherlands from the village of 
Lothbeg in Sutherlandshire, Wilsons from Cromarty on 
the Black isle, Frasers from Boleskine on Loch Ness and 
MacDonald’s from the Isle of Skye 

As I stated one of my primary interests is all things 
Scottish and I belong to a number of Scottish 
organizations both in Australia and Scotland including 
Aussie Scots in Brisbane and although I am committed 
to Clan Sutherland which was the Clan about which I 
knew most growing up and when I started my family 
quest I look forward to learning about and serving Clan 
Donald and using my experience and expertise to help 
the Society function and grow. 

  

 
 
Committee members: 
 
Alexander James Macdonald (Jim) – father of Neil.   Jim 
lives in Buderim with his partner Eileen and since 
retiring has become involved with the local bowls club.  
Jim was born in Inverell where his great grandfather 
lived after arriving in Australia.  During his working live 
he became a shearer and wool classer and then went on 
to setting up his own business in the building industry.   
 
Jim Macdonald – brother of Neil.   Jim lives in Nundah – 
a confirmed bachelor – and works for the SES Kedron.  
Jim has recently returned from a trip to New Zealand 
hiking the mountains of the South Island.  
 
 
Noel Denning – Noel is also a direct descendant of Sir 
James Mor 9th of Sleat 2nd Baronet and shares the exact 
same lineage as the president, Neil (Neil and Noel being 
4th cousins).  Noel’s 2nd great grandfather Donald, 
younger brother of Neil’s 2nd great grandfather, 
Alexander, was known as “Skye Lochinvar” and is 
famous in Scottish history for eloping with his young 
wife Jessie Macdonald of Balranald, North Uist.   
Donald and Jessie migrated to Australia in 1852 and 
started their family life settling in Victoria and had 10 
children.  Books have been written about Donald and 
Jessie’s elopement for eg: “Courtship and Marriage of 
Donald Macdonald of Monkstadt” c.1900 by William 
Mackenzie, Edinburgh: “The Skye Lochinvar” The Story 
of Donald of Monkstadt and Jessie of Balranald by 
Donald Budge c.1961.  See the genealogy page for the 
story of Donald and Jessie’s elopement.   Noel and his 
wife Heather live in Mapleton, Queensland and are also 
involved in family history, Heather being the main 
historian for Noel’s family.   They are both retired and 
enjoy travelling and are active “walkers 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

GENEALOGY CORNER 
 
WHERE DO YOU COME FROM?  That is the question 
that a lot people are asking. How and where do you 
start? 
 
For me it started when I was looking for the birth 
certificate of my husband’s great grandfather, Alexander 
Macdonald, so that we could locate a Boer War Medal 
that was handed in to the Australian War Memorial in 
the early 1960’s.   Little did I know that this 10 minute 
search would lead to an obsession?   I had been told by 
my aunt that once you get started looking for ancestors 
the need to find out more will take over your life.   No 
said I – never!   Oh boy how wrong I was.    I found the 
birth certificate and decided that since it was a cold and 
windy day I would just sit here and see if I can find out 
more about him.   Well, 5 hours later with the washing 
still waiting to be pegged out, no dinner in the oven and 
the dog waiting to be fed and looking miserable from 
being neglected all day, I was still sitting here longing to 
know more, and more, and more. 
 
Now years later I am still sitting here with washing still 
not pegged out, many dinners have been burnt and 
forgotten to be cooked and still searching for more 
ancestors.    Neil and I have in our search to find out 
more about not only his family the Macdonald’s but also 
his maternal ancestors as well been on an amazing 
journey through time and history and it still continues to 
this day.    
 
Neil and I have met so many new relatives, both 
personally and thanks to the wonderful world of 
electronics, via email and skype – cousins, aunts – uncles 
– great aunts and uncles – some we found were living 
within streets of us, some just a few hours away.   Many 
others were found living in various states in Australia, in 
New Zealand, Canada, Scotland, Nova Scotia, Isle of 
Man and the USA.   With the exception of the odd 
person here and there, everyone we met and have spoken 



 
to have shared our thirst to know more about where they 
came from.    
 
So I guess I can now say “Yes – I am an addict – a 
genealogy addict” and still enjoy that thrill you get when 
you after hours of research find that missing link or find 
a new relative.    So we have learnt to like pizza in this 
house, and if the dusting doesn’t get done today, there is 
always tomorrow. 
 
So, if you want to know more about where you came 
from, how and where to start,  a few of our members  are 
fellow addicts and are more than happy to help you start 
you on your way and offer advice on what and where to 
search etc. 
 
Judy Macdonald 
Treasurer 
 
THE STORY OF DONALD AND JESSIE 
MACDONALD – a Romantic Hebridean Episode of 
50 years ago (c.1900)  (ancestor of Noel Denning, 
Committee member) 
 
The year is 1850 
Donald Stewart has been succeeded as factor in Rodel by 
John Robertson MacDonald of Lyndale in Skye. 
Alexander Norman MacLeod has been forced to sell 
Harris to pay off some of his debts, and the estate has 
been bought by the Earl of Dunmore. MacDonald’s 
brother James Ruadh is tacksman of Balranald in North 
Uist and factor there, and between the two of them they 
rule the whole of Harris and North Uist. 
On this particular night, there is a turmoil in the house at 
Rodel. Men have broken in, and are searching the house, 
looking for the factor’s niece, known in songs and story 
as Seasaidh Bhaile Raghaill – Jessie of Balranald. She 
had been engaged to Donald MacDonald of Monkstadt 
in Skye, who had been employed as assistant factor in 
North Uist, but he had been dismissed for being too 
lenient with the crofters, and a new assistant, Patrick 
Cooper, had been brought in from the mainland. James 
made it clear that he expected Jessie to transfer her 
affections to the new assistant, but Jessie had a mind of 
her own, and decided to elope with Donald. 
 
 
My Dearest Donald 
If the bearer of this letter meets you on your way here, 
you must return home. It seems that W Macneil suspects, 
or else has heard what we have been intending to do. As 
he had no pportunity of telling Papa of it, he deputed 
John MacDonald to do so, which he did last night, and 
Papa immediately wrote William to find out all he knew 
of the matter. I heard this from the grieve’s wife. John 
MacDonald told her husband of it. Now, my own 
Donald, we must be off this night. You had better not 
come till half-past eleven o’clock. I shall be quite ready 
to start with you. 
So Jessie wrote to Donald on Thursday, 14th February 
1850, and that evening she escaped down a ladder from a 
window in Balranald House, and set off with Donald for 

Lochmaddy, where Donald MacLeod from Harris had 
his boat, the Eliza MacLeod, waiting to take the couple 
to Skye. It was a wild night of storms, and they only just 
managed to leave Lochmaddy before Cooper and 
Balranald arrived in pursuit. The pursuers headed for 
Skye also, unaware that the Eliza MacLeod had been 
forced by the bad weather to make for Tarbert. There 
they were met by Jessie’s brother, who took her back to 
their uncle’s house at Rodel, leaving Donald to return to 
Skye alone. But Donald was not beaten yet. In Skye he 
got another boat, the Eliza Clow, and sailed with another 
crew for Rodel, arriving there on Saturday 23rd. They 
entered Rodel House, and searched until Donald found 
Jessie was sleeping in the “Red Room”, along with her 
aunt. Donald wakened Jessie, but unfortunately her aunt 
was wakened also, and gave the alarm. Her husband 
locked Donald and Jessie in the “Red Room” then went 
for help, while Cooper, who had by this time arrived in 
Rodel also, was threatening to shoot the raiders, until his 
gun was forcibly taken from him. Donald in the 
meantime shouted to his men to the rescue, and he and 
Jessie were released, and made their way out of the 
house, traditionally by way of a window. 
Donald was eventually tried in Inverness Sheriff Court 
for housebreaking and assault, but he claimed that it was 
Jessie who was forcibly held against her will, and the 
proceedings ended with his triumphal acquittal, and 
Donald and Jessie being cheered down the streets of 
Inverness! Donald and Jessie eventually made their way 
to Australia, while John MacDonald took advantage of 
his position as factor to take his revenge on all the local 
people who were involved in such an affront to the 
dignity of his family. 
_____________________________________________ 
 
 

Traditional Scottish Recipes  
 

- Brandy Wafers  

The close historical relationship between 
Scotland and France meant that brandy was a 
well known alcoholic drink in the home of 
whisky. It was only after the Union of the 
Parliaments in 1707 that Portuguese port 
became more widely known.  

Ingredients:  
2 ounces golden syrup (Light corn syrup is the 
nearest US equivalent)  
2 ounces butter  
2 ounces flour  
2 ounces caster sugar (Fine granulated sugar)  
Half teaspoon brandy  
Half teaspoon ground ginger  



 
Method:  
Preheat the oven to 450F/250C/Gas Mark 8 and 
grease a baking sheet. Melt the butter, syrup 
and sugar over a gentle heat and then stir in the 
flour, ginger and brandy. Keep stirring for 
about five minutes. Drop small teaspoonsful 
onto the baking sheet, keeping them well apart. 
Bake for five minutes or until they are a pale 
golden brown. Using the greased handle of a 
large wooden spoon, roll the wafers round the 
handle while they are still hot - take care not to 
burn yourself! Allow to cool before use. They 
are excellent on their own or sticking out of ice 
cream.  

Coming events for July 2011 
 
1   Nationwide - Tartan Day 

Celebrate our unique Scottish culture by 
wearing some tartan today! 

 
Adelaide:  
2   Port Adelaide, SA - The Port Adelaide 

Caledonian Society Tartan Night Celebrations 
An evening of entertainment, wear some 
tartan.Info:08 8281-9680  
or www.scots-sa.org.au.  

 
17   Kensington Park, SA - The Royal Caledonian 

Society Burns Supper at Kensington Park 
RSL,346 The Parade.7.30 pm start.  
Entry$15 includes haggis, ‘neeps tatties.  
Bookings – Chief 08 8379 2515, Christina  
8276 4160.Pipes and drums to entertain with 
selection of tunes. www.rcs.org.au.  

 
 Queensland: 
2   Brisbane, QLD - International Tartan Day 

Presented by Australian Scottish Community in 
King George Square in front of the City Hall 
9am to 4:30pm.Great free day of Scottish fun. 
Info 07 3359 8195 or www.aussie-scots.org.au.  

 
30  Brisbane, QLD - Grand Highland Charity Ball  

Endeavour Foundation presents another 
fantastic evening of fine dining and world class 
entertainment with Queensland Police Pipes and 
Drums, Artillery Band, Brisbane Celtic Fiddles, 
Highland and Country dancing.  A Taste of 
haggis and a wee dram with plenty of fun 
dancing. Info: www.grandhighlandball.com.au.  

 
New South Wales:  
1   Sydney, NSW - Sydney Tartan Day  

Show your pride in your ancestry and celebrate 
Tartan Day with pipers, dancers and more at 
Martin Place-free event. Info:02 9654 2494 or 
www.scottishaustralianheritagecouncil.com.au. 

 

 
 
 2   Aberdeen, NSW - Aberdeen Highland Games 

The Games begin with a parade of bands, clan 
representatives and others that leads into the 
Massed Band Salute and Chieftain's Address at 
Jefferson Park. Info: (02) 6543 8457 or 
www.aberdeenhighlandgames.com. 

 
2   Sydney, NSW - The Bhoys 2011 Australian 

Tour Celtic FC at ANZ Stadium 730pm. Info: 
www.ticketek.com.au or 
www.tribalsportsmanagement.com 

 
2   Maclean, NSW - Maclean Tartan Day 

Presented by the Lower Clarence Scottish 
Association at MacLachlan Park. Info: 02 6645 
2887. 

 
16   Manly, NSW - Manly Warringah Pipe Band 

Annual Ball at International College of 
Management Sydney, 151 Darley Rd, Manly  
6.00pm-11.00pm.Tickets $110   Bookings and 
enquiries to Vicky Lindsay Ph. 9969-0418 or 
0419-265-099. 

 
31   Roseville, NSW - Kirking Service  

All Clans Kirking Service at St. Lukes 
Presbyterian Church, 28 Lord St., 9.30 am 
followed by morning tea and chat. Please bring 
Clan banners. Info 02 9834 1997 or 
clanfraser@gmail.com 

 
Perth:   
9   Perth, WA - The Bhoys 2011 Australian Tour 

Celtic FC at NIB Stadium 5:00pm. Info: 
www.ticketmaster.com.au or 
www.tribalsportsmanagement.com.  

 
Tasmania: 
1   Hobart, TAS - City of Hobart Highland Pipe 

Band Winter Ceilidh 
Major fundraiser at the Hobart Function & 
Conference Centre  will include:Whisky 
tasting,buffet,full band performance,highland 
dancing from the Bonnie Highland Dancers and 
more. Info:Niall Mitchell niall@hfcc.com.au or 
0418 107 175. 

 
Victoria: 
2 Ballarat Vic, Uni of Ballarat Pipe Band Scotia 

Ball, enquiries Jan Macdonald 
admin@clandonaldaustralia.com 

2 Williamstown RSL Pipe Band,  Tartan Day 
Dinner, enquiries Jan Macdonald 
admin@clandonaldaustralia.com 

3   Melbourne, VIC - Annual Kirkin O' the Tartan 
Presented by Scottish Clans and Associations 
Council at Scots Church, Collins St.service: 
11.00am.Enquiries: Doug McLaughlin (03) 
9836 4232. 

 



 
13 Melbourne, VIC - The Bhoys 2011 Australian 

Tour Celtic FC at AAMI Park at 730pm. Info: 
www.ticketek.com.au or 
www.tribalsportsmanagement.com 

 

CLAN DONALD AN INTRODUCTORY HISTORY 
by Noman H. MacDonald, F. R. S.A., F.S.A.Scot. 
(Historian to the High Council of Chiefs of Clan 

Donald) 

 
"Ceannas Ghaidheal do Chlann. Cholla, 's còir fhogradh" 
- (The sovereignty of the Gael to Clan Colla, it is right to 
proclaim it); so wrote the bard, O'Henna in bus poem on 
John of lsla, last Lord of the Isles.  

Clan DonaId was indisputably the largest and most 
renowned of all the Highland clans of Scotland 
controlling, at one time, virtually the whole western 
seaboard from the Butt of Lewis in the north to the MuIl 
of Kintyre in the south, almost a third of the Kingdom, 
with possessions in Northern Ireland as weIl.  

The Clan claims descent from Conn of the Hundred 
Battles, Ard-Righ or High-King of Ireland in the 1st 
century A.D., through Colla Uais, the first of the family 
to settle in what is now the Hebrides, and from whom the 
Clan took its earlier designation of "Clann Cholla" i. e. 
the Children of Coll, down to Sornerled, Lord of Argyll, 
in the 12th century who, after defeating the Norsemen, 
was proclaimed King of the Isles, Righ Innsegall, or Rex 
Insularum. Somerled's grandson, Donald of Isla(y) is the 
progenitor of CLAN DONALD, in Gaelic rendered 
Clann Dhomhnaill, i.e. the Children of Donald.  

Donald had, among other children, two sons, Angus Mór 
and Alasdair or Alexander. Mór means in Gaelic, Big of 
Great. From Alasdair are descended the CLAN 
ALISTER or MACALISTERS OF LOUP in Kintyre.  
Angus Mór had three sons, Alasdair Òg, Angus Òg and 
John Sprangach. Òg means young and Sprangach means 
Bold.  
Alasdair Òg chose to serve the English after the 
deposition of John Balliol, King of Scots, by Edward I of 
England and was killed in 1299 in a battle with his 
distant cousin, Alexander MacDougall of Argyll and 
Lorn, with whom he had been at feud. Angus Òg joined 
forces with Robert the Bruce, whom he is said to have 
sheltered in the Castle of Dunaverty in Kintyre and later 
played a vital part with his followers in Bruce's signal 
victory over the mighty army of Edward II of England at 
Bannockburn, on Midsummers's Day, 1314*- Scotland's 
finest hour! For his loyal services to his King and 
Country, Angus received from the grateful monarch 
many of the vast territories in the Western Highlands and 
Isles formerly held by the Comyns and MacDougalls, 
who were forfeited for their opposition to The Bruce.  
By the addition of these lands to those already in his 
possession, Angus became the most important and 
powerful magnate in Argyll and the Isles south of 

Ardnamurchan Point.  
From John, or Iain Sprangach are descended the CLAN 
IAIN (MacDONALDS or MacIAINS) OF 
ARDNAMURCHAN. (* 24th June)  

Angus Òg had two sons, both named John or Iain, one 
legitimate, the other natural. From the natural son, 
known as lain Fraoch, i.e. John of the Heather, or Iain 
Abrach, from his having been fostered in Lochaber, are 
descended the CLAN IAIN ABRACH or 
MacDONALDS of GLENCOE, whose Chief was known 
by the patronymic MacIAIN.  

Angus Òg's elder, legitimate son, also named John, 
added greatly to the already vast possessions of the 
family, largely through his marriage to his distant cousin 
Euphemia (Amie) MacRuairi, whose only brother 
Ranald was murdered by the Earl of Ross at Elcho 
Nunnery in 1346: and left no heirs.  
John of' Isla, as the family were now designated, was the 
first of his line to assume the title of LORD OF THE 
ISLES which although not at that time recognised by the 
Scottish Crown, almost accurately reflected his position 
in the Gaelic-speaking Western Highland and Isles.  
John held court, appointed his own heralds, ran the 
government of his domains through the Council of the 
lsles, built monasteries and generally acted in the manner 
of an independent prince, whose authority was absolute.  
He patronised the Gaelic bards and thereby preserved the 
culture of the Gael. For his benevolence to the Church, 
John earned the soubriquet of "Good John". It is 
probable that John 's first wife, Amie MacRuairi, whom 
he had married in 1337, died, perhaps in childbirth, 
sometime prior to his second marriage in 1350 to 
Margaret, daughter of Robert, the High Steward of 
Scotland, who succeeded his uncle, David II as King of 
Scots in 1371 by the title of Robert II and adopted the 
surname of Stewart, derived from his former "office". 
One of the first acts of the new king was to grant to his 
son-in-law, John of Isla, a charter of the former 
MacRuairi lands, which comprised the Lordship of 
Garmoran in western Inverness-shire, the Isle of Eigg 
and the Outer Hebrides. The following year, 1372, John 
granted to Ranald, the eldest surviving son of his first 
marriage to Amie MacRuairi, a charter of most of the 
former MacRuairi lands to be held of the eldest son of 
John's second royal marriage with the Princess Margaret 
Stewart.  
Ranald, whose principal seat was Castle Tioram in Loch 
Moidart, became the progenitor of the MacDONALDS 
of CLANRANALD, descended from his eldest son, 
Allan and the MacDONELLS of GLENGARRY, 
descended from his second son, Donald.  
By his second wife, John had several sons. The eldest 
son, Donald, succeeded him as Lord of the Isles and 
fought the Battle of Harlaw, in Aberdeenshire, against 
the Government forces, under the Earl of Mar, in 1411; 
the second son, Iain Mòr Tanaistear, i.e. Big John the 
Heir, founded the CLAN IAIN MHOIR or 
MacDONALDS of DUNYVAIG, with lands in Isla, 
Kintyre and Antrim, sometimes known as the CLAN 
DONALD SOUTH to distinguish them from the 



 
MacDonalds of Sleat who were also known as the CLAN 
DONALD NORTH; the third surviving son, Alexander 
was granted the Lordship of Lochaber and it is from his 
natural son, Alasdair Carrach (Mangy) that the 
MacDONALDS or MacDONELLS of KEPPOCH, also 
known as the CLAN RANALD of LOCHABER, from 
Ranald Mór, the 7th Chief of that branch, descend.  

Donald of Harlaw was succeeded as Lord of the Isles 
and High Chief of Clan Donald by his eldest son, 
Alexander, who inherited, through his mother, the 
Earldom of Ross - the reason why the Battle of Harlaw 
was fought by his father. Alexander had three sons. The 
eldest, John, by his wife Elizabeth Seton, succeeded him 
as Lord of the Isles and Earl of' Ross.  
The second, Celestine, by a daughter of MacPhee of 
Glen Spean, became the progenitor of the MacDONALD 
of LOCHALSH, the larger part of whose lands passed, in 
the sixteenth century to Glengarry.  
The third son, Uisdean, or Hugh, by a daughter of 
Gilpatrick, grandson of the Green Abbot of Applecross, 
became the progenitor of the CLAN UISDEAN or 
MacDONALDS of SLEAT.  
The weakness of John, the fourth Lord of the Isles and 
his reliance on the advice of persons out with his own 
family on how to govern his vast: territories, which led 
to his defeat by his son Angus Òg, in the naval 
engagement off MuIl, known as the Battle of Bloody 
Bay, his intrigues with the English Government and his 
failure to match the duplicity of the Campbells, resulted 
in his final forfeiture by the Crown in 1493.  

The title of Lord of the Isles was annexed to the Crown 
as had been the Earldom of Ross in 1475, due to John, 
the last Lord's intrigues with England, and bestowed on 
the Dukes of Rothesay, heirs to the Kings of Scots and 
has ever since been retained among their principal titles 
by the British Crown Princes.  

With the fall of the MacDonald dynasty in the Western 
Highlands and Isles, Gaelic culture fell into rapid 
decline. The Scottish monarchs and their Lowland 
dominated Governments had no sympathy for what they 
regarded as an alien and barbaric way of life. A political 
vacuum was created which the Government agents, the 
Campbell Earls of Argyll, largely due to their policy of 
self-aggrandisement and intrigue, were unable to fill. 

Several vigorous attempts were made by various Clan 
Donald leaders to re-establish the old order and were 
supported by most of the old vassals of the Isles e.g. the 
MacLeans, MacLeods and MacPhees, who all despised 
the Campbells but they were eventually forced to yiels to 
the stronger forces sent against them and when the 17th 
century dawned, the various branches of Clan Donald, 
e.g. Sleat, Clanranald, Glengarry, Keppoch and Glencoe, 
had become independent clans, each with its own Chief, 
none of whom could claim to be MAC DHOMHNAILL. 
This situation pertained through the troublesome times of 
the 17th century and the Jacobite risings of the 18th 

century till after the Battle of Culloden in 1746 and the 
end of the Clan System. 

Not until 1947, was Clan Donald again to have a High 
Chief, when the Rt. Hon. Alexander Godfrey 
Macdonald, 7th Lord Macdonald, was granted by the 
Lord Lyon, King of Arms, the undifferenced ARMS of 
MACDONALD of MACDONALD. His elder son, the 
Rt. Hon. Godfrey James Macdonald of Macdonald, 8th 
Lord MacDonald, who resides at Kinloch Lodge, Sleat, 
Isle of Skye, is the present High Chief of the Clan. 

The principal branches of the Clan are represented at the 
present time by Sir Ian Godfrey Macdonald, 17th 
Baronet and 24th Chief of Sleat; Ranald Alexander 
Macdonald, Captain and 24th Chief of Clanranald; 
Aeneas Ranald Euan MacDonell, 23rd Chief of 
Glengarry; The Rt. Hon. Alexander Randal Mark 
McDonnell, 14th Earl of Antrim, and William St. John 
Somerville McAlester, 25th Chief of Loup. 

 

 

Next meeting of CD Qld: 

The committee are in the process of arranging a date, 
time and place for the next meeting and as soon as this 
has been organised, all members will be notified by 
email or post. 

 

All members are welcome to come along and we 
encourage them to do so.   Any member who would like 
to contribute to the next issue of the newsletter please 
contact the Secretary, Marie Hodgkinson at: 

william.hodgkinson@bigpond.com,au 

 

 

 

 

 


