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FROM THE PRESIDENT: 
 
 
 
FROM THE PRESIDENT: 
 
 
WELCOME 
 
We would like to welcome the following as new 
members who have joined CD Qld April 2011. We 
apologise for not including them in the last 
newsletter.   
 
James Keith Macdonald 
William Hodgkinson 
Elaine Pollard 
William D S MacDonald 
Sandy MacDonald 
Corey MacDonald 
Jake MacDonald 
 
Also joining our group are: 
 
Heather Cumming  - Brisbane 
James H Mair - Moffatt Beach Qld 
Brennan Nelson who has recently moved over from 
New Zealand - Brisbane 
Del and Dick Paten - Brisbane 
 
From the President: 
 
 
I would like to thank everyone for holding down 
the fort while I was in Scotland. Marie, Judy and 
Heather did a great job at getting out the newsletter 
in the allotted time frame and also Jim and Judy 
who attended the Kirkin of the Tartan although I 
think he could do with a periscope to see where he 
is going. 
 
 

 
 
My trip to Scotland was an amazing experience, to 
go to the places where our Macdonald ancestors 
once walked was very humbling.   I visited the 
home of my 3rd great grandfather, Monkstadt, 
which has been lovingly restored by Ian McQueen.  
My visit to Duntulm was also very moving.  To see 
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the ruins of the Castle and to know that one day 
there will be nothing left to see was very hard.  

 
Monkstadt as it was 
 
 

 
As it is now June 2011 
 
I spent a wonderful 10 days on Skye visiting 
Armadale Castle and touring the island.  On my last 
Saturday on Skye before joining up with the Chiefs 
Tour I attended the Clan Donald Lands Trust AGM 
and Dinner. 
 
I then set off to Edinburgh to meet up with other 
Clan Donald members and the start of the Chiefs 
Tour 2011.  We headed off on the 14 June after an 
early breakfast to the ferry to take us to Islay but 
the ferry broke down, so after a long delay and no 
signs of it being repaired soon, headed off to Oban 
to get the ferry across to Islay and arrived at our 
destination at midnight. 
 
The tour took us to Finlaggan, where we met up 
with Lord and Lady Macdonald.   Ian Macdonnell 
(Melbourne) and I decided to try and walk out to 
the Council Isle which meant taking off our shoes 
and socks but after only a few metres in the icy cold 
water, we  found the rocks too sharp on our feet  so 
we had to turn back much to the delight of the 
others who were standing safely on the bank taking 
photos.   

 
Ian Macdonnell, Peggy Preutz, Lord Godfrey 
 

 
The Group 
 

 
Ian and Neil at Finlaggan in the Chief’s House 
 
The boat trip to Staffa was not a success due to the 
rough sea and terrible weather.  A lot of the others 
became sea sick so we decided to head on back to 
the motel for a relaxing afternoon out of the 
weather. 
 

 
The Mighty COO!! 



 
Then on to Iona which is the day I had been really 
looking forward to. We were up early and  on the 
way we stopped at the ferry to pick up Morag 
McNeil, gaelic singer, and Rev. Murdoch 
Mackintosh, a member of the Iona community, to 
take with us to the service to be held in Michael 
Chapel, the first for the Macdonalds in 500 years. 
The tour started with the walk up the road from the 
bay where 40 monks were slaughtered by the 
Vikings, through the ruins of the nunnery and the 
beautifully restored monastery and abbey. We first 
did the official tour by historic Scotland, which 
wasn’t easy for the poor young guide who had to 
contend with too many people who knew more than 
he did. After this we did Ian Macdonnell’s tour 
which set out to identify formerly unidentified 
burial stones.  It was a great insight for me into our 
ancestors and a thrill to be there with Angus Og, 
Somerled and all the other Lords of the Isles (truly 
humbling) something that will stay with me as long 
as I live.  When Ian finished his talk, we had time to 
look around and have lunch before the service in 
Michael Chapel Iona Abbey. 
 
 

 
The girls on the Finlaggan Ferry 

 
John (bus driver) being presented with a t-shirt 
by Hester MacDonald 
 

After Iona, we toured Tobermory and Duart Castle 
where we had an unexpected encounter with some 
highland ”coos” . We then went on to the ruins of 
Dunnyveg where several of us made it to the top. 
 

 
Whose idea was this????   Yours Lois!! 
 

 
 
We made it!!!!~!   PHEW! 
 
The tour finished on June 20th  back in Edinburgh 
with a dinner at the Macdonald Holyrood Hotel.   
I spent the next two weeks travelling around 
Scotland visiting Glencoe, Culloden, Dunbar (the 
home of my wife’s family) etc and came to the 
conclusion that I have experienced the trip of a 
lifetime and cannot wait to return.    I took 4368 
photos during my trip so all I can say is thank 
goodness for digital cameras. 
 
 

 



 
 
EVENTS 
 
KIRKIN OF THE TARTAN 
 
The Kirkin of the Tartan was held on Sunday 
26 June 2011 at St Paul’s Presbyterian Church, 
Spring Hill, Brisbane.  
 

 
Judy Macdonald and Jim Macdonald 

 

 
 
Dancers from the Manning Academy of Highland Dancing 
who performed during the morning tea 
 
 
 

 
 
Commissioner Suzanne Lambkin and Committee Member 
Gaye Strange 

 
 
 

 
 
TARTAN DAY 
 
This year Tartan Day was held on the 2nd July at 
King George Square, Brisbane.   
 
Although on a smaller scale than last year’s, which 
was held at Southbank, the day was very successful 
and very enjoyable with the sounds of the pipes and 
drums echoing through the city centre 
 

 
Marie Hodgkinson , Secretary CD Qld (on right) 
helping out in the Aussie Scots Tent 
 
 

 
 
The History behind Tartan Day: 
 

IN 1746, AFTER THE BATTLE OF CULLODEN, 
THE ENGLISH GOVERNMENT OF THE DAY 
DECIDED TO BAN THE WEARING OF ANY 
PART OF THE HIGHLAND DRESS AS AN 
ATTEMPT TO BREAK THE CLAN SYSTEM. 
WEARING OF THE TARTAN OR ANY OTHER 
PART OF THE TRADITIONAL DRESS WAS 
PUNISHED BY A SIX MONTH JAIL 
SENTENCE FOLLOWED BY SWEARING AN 
OATH, A SECOND OFFENCE WAS 
REWARDED BY TRANSPORTATION FOR 
SEVEN YEARS TO THE COLONIES 
(AMERICA).  

 



 
THE TERRIBLE MASSACRES ORDERED BY 
THE DUKE OF CUMBERLAND (THE 
BUTCHER) HAD FAILED TO DAMPEN THE 
SPIRIT OF THE SCOTTISH NATION AND THIS 
BAN WAS THE NEXT STEP IN THE 
SUBJUGATION OF THE PROUD NATION.  

THIS ALSO FAILED AND IN 1782 ON THE 
FIRST OF JULY THE GOVERNMENT 
RELENTED AND THE PROSCRIPTION WAS 
LIFTED. AT LAST THE SCOTS COULD WEAR 
AGAIN WITH PRIDE THEIR PLAID AND ALL 
THAT WENT WITH IT.  

 

 

Neil – 2 hours after he landed home from Scotland 
with Ian Campbell who once again did a fantastic 
job of organising this event. 

 

Capt Grahame L Jardine-Vidgen (Clans Congress 
Qld) Ron Lambkin, Suzanne Lambkin 
(Commissioner of CD Qld) Ian Campbell 

 

 

 
 
FRIENDS OF TOOWONG – 
RE-ENACEMENT OF GOVERNOR 
BLACKALL’S BURIAL 
 
A ceremony was held on Sunday 24 July 2011 by 
the Friends of Toowong Cemetery to re-enact the 
burial of Governor Sam Blackall, the 2nd Governor 
of Qld  from 1868 to 1871.  This re-enactment 
marked the 140th anniversary of the first operation 
of the Brisbane General Cemetery now known as 
Toowong. 

 

 

Colonel Samuel Wensley Blackall (1 May 1809 – 
2 January 1871) was an Irish soldier and politician, 
who was the second Governor of Queensland from 
1868 until he died in office in 1871.He was born in 
Dublin, Ireland into a prosperous Irish family. He 
attended Trinity College, Dublin at the age of 15, 
but did not graduate. In 1827 he joined the 85th 
(Bucks Volunteers) Regiment of Foot, as an ensign 
and was appointed a lieutenant in 1832. He sold his 
commission in 1833 after five years service and 
joined the Royal Longford Militia, as a major. He 
entered Irish public life in 1833, becoming High 
Sheriff of Longford for 1833 and, several years 
later, high sheriff of County Tyrone for 1862. In 
between those appointments, he spent four years as 
an MP in the British House of Commons for the 
constituency of Longford. 

 



 

 

 
 
Governor Blackall stated to his long time friend and 
colleague Mr Charles Lilley (later knighted in 
1881) that he wished to be buried on the highest 
part of the new cemetery and to have a funeral as 
all people, even the humblest, can follow if they 
wish to do so.  Sadly Governor Samuel Wensley 
Blackall died at 11am on Tuesday 2nd of January 
1871 thus becoming the first internment at the 
Toowong Cemetery. 
 
 
SCOTTISH BURIAL TRADITIONS  
 
Chris Paton describes the final journey to the afterlife in older 
times… 
 

 
Burns’ funeral. Head of the funeral procession pass ing into StMichael’s 
churchyard, Dumfries, 1796 

Courtesy Dumfries Museum: http://futuremuseum.co.uk/  
 
As much as with baptisms and marriages, Scottish funerals 
were surrounded heavily by tradition in the past. Today we 
tend to think of death as a private affair, and the 
subsequent funeral or cremation the occasion where close 
friends and family can say goodbye. In the past however, 
the death of a person in a parish was a much more public 
occasion, providing nothing short of a holiday for many. 
 
The deceased may in fact have already witnessed the mourners 
coming in for the occasion, his friends and families having 
been alerted in advance, and undoubtedly causing he or she 
additional suffering from the resultant disturbance. 
 
Between death and burial, a key fear was for the soul; windows 
would be opened to allow it to escape (and quickly closed to 
stop it coming back!), mirrors were covered and clocks 
stopped, in order that the person’s soul would not be confused 
or distracted as it departed. To prevent food being “corrupted”, 
a piece of iron was driven into it, such as a small nail. 
 
The women would then clean and“kistan” the body (place it in 
a coffin), after which it would then be watched prior to the 
funeral in a “lyke-wake” or “waukan”, sometimes a merry 
occasion and at other times sombre, and where friends and 
relatives could convey their regards, and touch the body as a 
mark of respect. 
 
Furthermore, in the Highlands, “earth was laid upon the 
corpse”, a tradition whereby small amounts of earth and salt 
were placed on a wooden plate on the 
deceased’s chest, symbolising the corruptibility of the body and 
the incorruptibility of the soul. 
 
In his Traditions of Perth in 1832, author George Penny notes 
that when a person died in the burghs, the bellman would 
announce it around the town, reciting “Men and brethren, I let 
you to wit, that our brother, AB, departed this life on Thursday 
last, and is to be interred on Sunday evening…when the 
company of all his brethren is expected”, long before 
newspaper intimations and funeral letters took on the same 
function. Following the death a merchant’s family would stop 
all trade until after the funeral, whilst on the day itself groups 
of “mourners”would walk around the streets in a mob, an 
action which Penny recalls in Perth as being merely “for the 
love of show”. 
The normal funeral tradition followed across most of the 
country, in both the burghs and the rural parishes, was to gather 
the mourners on the Sunday morning for prayers, although the 
burial itself would not happen until the afternoon or even the 
evening. In Dundonald, Ayrshire, the Old Statistical Account 
notes how every person attending was given a pipe and tobacco 
to help while away the hours until the burial began. The 
provision of hospitality to the guest was all part of providing 
the deceased with a “decent burial”, with whisky, oat bread and 
cheese laid on. Many a person’s greatest fear was death in 
poverty, with a burial in a pauper’s grave, and so great efforts 
were made to save in advance for the time of death, in order 
not to land a burden on the family. On many occasions an 
alternative way to pay for the occasion was to auction off the 
deceased’s possessions afterwards at a “roup” (auction). At 
times however, this  hospitality could be taken to extremes, 
costing a small fortune and driving the minister to despair. In 
Gargunnock the minister noted in the 1790s that after a meal 
and a drink “not a few return to the dirge, and sometimes 
forget what they have been doing, and where they are” . 
The dirge was the great feast after the burial, also known as a 
“dredgy”, though in places such as Campsie, the mourners 
were regularly plied with drams and shortbread before the 
burial through a custom known as a “service”. Penny recalls an 
amusing incident at the funeral of an elderly lady in Perth who 
had left a considerable fortune to two sons. After much 



 
drinking he notes the consequence. “Someone hinted that it 
was time to proceed, as they had a considerable way to ride. 
Orders were accordingly given to get out the horses; the 
company mounted and set out, and proceeded a couple of miles 
towards the place of interment, before it was discovered that 
they had left the lady behind”! 
 
With the burial time approaching, the coffin would be lifted 
and carried to the burial plot, with the procession led by a 
person ringing the mort-bell, in an attempt to drive evil spirits 
away. The body or coffin itself was covered in a dark 
mortcloth, hired from the kirk for the payment of a fee known 
as “mort-money”, and many would show their respects by 
carrying it part of the way. In 1896 the minister ofWest 
Kilbride, the Reverend James Lamb, noted in his book Annals 
of an Ayrshire Parish just how profitable the hiring out of a 
mortcloth could be for the kirk in the 1770s: 
 
“…three qualities were at one time kept, which were hired out 
at different dates at diverse rates. Thus, in 1771, the rates are 
five shillings for the best, and three shillings for the second; 
but these rates are afterwards raised to eight shillings for the 
best, and four shillings for the second, and three shillings for 
the third, in the case of an adult; and one shilling and 
eightpence and one shilling and tenpence for a child. 
In the case of a person of special wealth or importance, 
however, the Kirk Session knew how to apply the screw; in 
such instances we sometimes find ten shillings charged.” 
 

 
 
 
In the burghs, the guilds and incorporations often maintained 
their own mortcloth, which they would let out instead of the 
kirk. The poor were not charged, however, and children under 
the age of ten were usually buried without the use of one. For 
the wealthier a hearse would be employed, rather than the 
coffin carried, with the undertaker usually the local joiner 
operating in a dual role. 
 
At the kirk the women would go no further, returning home 
instead to prepare the dredgy, whilst the men attended to the 
burial. There were many traditions surrounding the graveyard 
itself. In Newburgh in Fife it was believed that if a person who 
had committed suicide was taken through the gate of the 
kirkyard, a child subsequently being presented through the gate 
for baptism would be cursed to end his or her days by the same 
fate. In Monquhitter, Aberdeenshire, there was a belief that the 
soul of the departed was not in fact quite so departed, it 
remaining behind to keep watch at the gate until its 
replacement arrived from the next funeral. This led to the 
frequent problem, as described in the First Statistical Account, 
whereby two funerals happening on the same day would often 
end in violence. If the two funeral parties met at the gate “the 
dead were thrown down till the living decided by blows which 
ghost should be condemned to porter it ”. 
 

Prior to the 19th century a great desire held by many was to be 
buried in the parish of their ancestors, rather than in the village 
or town where they later came to reside. In Borthwick, 
Midlothian, the practice was so common that the minister 
writing the First Statistical Account of the parish recalled how 
“there are not two farmers in these bounds who bury in this 
place”, whilst in Kirkpatrick-Irongray, Kirkcudbrightshire, it 
was noted that “there are more funerals here from other 
parishes than from the parish itself”. Always worth bearing in 
mind if you can’t find your ancestor where he or she is 
supposed to be! 
 
 
 
 
 
About the author 
Chris Paton runs the Scotland’s Greatest Story family history 
research service 
(www.scotlandsgreateststory.co.uk). He is a regular 
contributor to Discover My Past Scotland and the author of 
Tracing Your Family History on the Internet, Pen and 
Sword, 2011; Researching Scottish Family History 
Family History Partnership, 2010; Discover Scottish 
Church Records, Unlock the Past, 2011 and The Mount 
Stewart Murder The History 
 
 
 

 
 
 
GENEALOGY CORNER  
 
Here are just a few of the many sites that can be explored in the 
search for your ancestors.  If anyone would like their story 
about their ancestors published in our newsletter please email 
me on judymacdonald@optusnet.net.com.au . 

New Online Tool uses Google Maps to Show 
Historical County Boundaries 

How often have you tried searching for an ancestor's historical 
records for a given county, only to later find that you were 
searching in the right place but the wrong county? Boundary 
lines have changed frequently throughout the history of the 
United States. In order to find records, you must know the 
county in which your ancestor lived in the year of interest. The 
result is that there's a very good chance that you are sometimes 
looking in the wrong county for some of your genealogical 
records. 
 
A new tool has been created to help genealogists find the 
correct county for the year of interest. The software tool 
displays data from the Newberry Library's Atlas of Historical 
County Boundaries on top of Google Maps at: 
http://publications.newberry.org/ahcbp/project.html 
 
 



 
Users simply type in any place in the United States and any 
year to see the map of county boundaries. You can then click 
any county on the map to see the specific history of the 
boundary changes, and type in different years to see the 
boundary changes over time. 
 
You can read more about this new mapping tool and read step-
by-step instructions at: http://goo.gl/PDL49 

New Zealand Cemeteries Website 

Recently updated, this site now includes a new version of 
Google Maps that includes Streetview which allows visitors to 
view the area remotely. The website is dedicated to recording 
burial places in New Zealand and those New Zealand 
servicemen overseas. It includes all cemeteries, Urupa, family 
gravesites, lone burials and historical burial sites. It also 
includes photographs of many sites and links to other websites 
with burial records, articles on the cemeteries etc. 
 
Go to: http://nzcemetery.kiwicelts.com/index.html  

UK Ship Passenger Records 

This database includes people onboard ships departing British 
ports for long-distance voyages across the world from 1890 to 
1960. Initial searches are free, detailed searches require 
purchase of a subscription. 
 
You'll find the passenger records at: http://bit.ly/lbhK4i 

British Library Creates Online Digital Newspaper 
Archive 

The British Library is one year into its plan to digitise 40 
million news pages from its vast 750 million collection, housed 
in Colindale, north London. This autumn, the library will 
reinvent its website, to allow amateur genealogists and eager 
historians to browse 19th-century newsprint from their home 
computer. 
 
About half a million newspaper pages have been scanned to 
date. Fewer than a dozen staff clean, copy and upload roughly 
8,000 pages a day - about enough to cover a football pitch. 
When it goes live, the site aims to display more than 1.5 
million pages, with 4 million pages uploaded by the end of next 
year. 
 
You can read more at http://goo.gl/El9CM 

 
A cousin a day keeps boredom away. 
A computer is a typewriter with an attitude. 
A day without genealogy is like a day without coffee. 
A family history shows you have lived! 
A family reunion is an effective form of birth control 
A family tree can wither if nobody maintains its roots. 
A family tree has many branches; not all have the same last 
name. 
A generation that ignores history has neither past nor future. 
A good name is more desirable than great riches. 
A great many family trees were started by grafting 
A great oak is only a little nut that held its ground. 
A job is nice, but it interferes with genealogy research. 
A COMPLETE Genealogy just can't be...there's always more 

 

 

HOW TO CLEAN THE HOUSE  

 
 

1.  Open a new file in your PC..    

2.  Name it 'Housework.' 
3.  Send it to the RECYCLE BIN. 
4.  Empty the RECYCLE BIN. 

5.  Your PC will ask you, 'Are you sure you want to 
delete Housework permanently?' 

6.  Calmly answer, 'Yes' and press mouse button 

firmly... 

7.  Feel better?  

WORKS FOR ME! 

Traditional Scottish Recipes  
- Chicken in the Heather  

Here is a simple recipe using clear heather 
honey and other flavours to create a tasty 
roast chicken dish. While heather honey is the 
best, other clear honey will suffice.  

Ingredients:  
One whole chicken, minus giblets  
3 fluid ounces (90ml or under half a cup) light cooking oil  
4 fluid ounces (125g or half cup) clear heather honey  
Salt and pepper (freshly ground black pepper if you have it)  
3 ounces (100g) French mustard  
Half teaspoon curry powder (yes, curry powder)  
One clove chopped garlic  

Method:  
Place the chicken in an oven-proof casserole dish. Mix all the 
other ingredients together and pour over the chicken. Cover the 
dish and cook in a pre-heated oven at 375F/190C/Gas Mark 4 

Can we help you trace your family ancestors – we 
have an enthusiastic team that can help and guide 
you on your search or for a fee plus expenses do the 
searching for you.  We also have available a list of 
100’s of search sites that are available on the 
internet for Scotland, England, Wales and Ireland.  
These are broken down into counties and each county 
has divisions eg: census, cemeteries, history etc.   Please 

email clandonaldqld@optusnet.com.au if 
you have any enquiries. 
 



 
for an hour. Baste the chicken thoroughly with the juices and 
sauce and return to the oven for another half hour uncovered. 
The chicken will brown as a result. Serve with boiled or 
creamed/mashed potatoes and fresh vegetables.  

NEXT MEETING OF CD QLD  The next meeting of 
CD Qld for all members will be held on 25 September 
2011 11am-1pm,. 29 Pinewood St, Geebung.  All 
members are welcome to attend.   If anyone would like 
to stay for lunch (sausage sizzle) afterwards please 
advise the Secretary or Treasurer – $5 person - RSVP  
before the 18th September for catering purposes. BYO 
Drinks – or if you prefer, you can bring your own 
lunch.  

THEN AND NOW  

ARMIDALE CASTLE 

 

 

THEN – no date unfortunately 

 

And now 2011  

 

 

 

COMING EVENTS - QUEENSLAND 
 
September 2 Society of St Andrew 
of Scotland Annual Dinner Dance 
at Gaythorne RSL, Brisbane. 
Haggis and buffet meal. 
Lads in kilts, black tie or 
lounge suit,lassies in cocktail 
dress. 
 
September 10 MacGregor Highland 
Dancing Competition and 
Championships. 3276 0266. 
 
September 11 Mackay and District 
Pipe Band free community concert 
at Mackay Entertainment Centre 
celebrating the band’s 85th 
anniversary. 
 
September 20 Scottish Pub Sing-
along at the Wynnum Manly Leagues 
Club from 10am. Terry Scott hosts 
a variety show for $8 including 
lunch. Bookings to 3906 7800. 
 
October 1 Noosa and District Pipe 
Band Concert at Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church Noosa. 
 
October 3 Music Beneath the Stars 
at Ormiston House Brisbane. 
October 7-9 RSCD Maroon Dam 
branch weekend of dance. Visit 
www.rscds.org.au. 
 
October 20 Echoes of Edinburgh at 
the 
Ipswich Civic Centre, hosted by 
Billy 
Raymond. Show starts at 11am. 
Tickets $20 and $17. Bookings 
3810 6100 or 
www.ipswichciviccentre.com.au . 
 
October 29 - Redlands Sporting 
Club Pipe Band Halloween Celtic 
Celebrations .7 3207 0928 
 
November 30 - Townsville RSL 
Memorial Pipes & Drums St 
Andrew’s Day event. 
 
November 30 - St Andrew’s Day - 
events. 
 
December 31 – HOGMANAY  


